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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5872

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Stevens, Carrell, Milliken, Deccio, Finkbeiner
Del vin, Benson, Johnson, Cke, Hewitt and Schm dt)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to creating a departnment of famly and children's
services; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) A seven-nenber task force is hereby
established to determ ne the actual structure for the new departnent of
famly and children's services.

(b) The chair of the task force shall be the dean of the school of
social work at the University of Washington or an academ c professor
chosen by the dean.

(c) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, the six other
menbers of the task force shall be jointly chosen by the chairs of the
senate commttee on human services and corrections and the house of

representatives conmttee on children and famly services as follows:

(1) The director of the office of public defense;

(1i) A law enforcenent officer who is a recently retired sheriff
W th experience in wrking wth child protective services
i nvesti gati ons;

(ti1) The director of the office of the famly and children's
onmbudsman;
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(tv) Aline worker fromthe juvenile rehabilitation adm nistration
communi ty supervision and pl acenent workers;

(v) Aline social worker wwth a master's in social work and fifteen
years' experience in the public or private sector providing services to
abused or neglected children and their famlies; and

(vi) A private vendor of service to famlies of children and
children in both in-honme and out-of-hone placenents as a result of
abuse or neglect or for juvenile rehabilitation.

(2)(a) The goal of the task force is to determne how best to
create a departnent of famly and children's services in the state of
Washi ngton. There are nodel s of excellent prograns in other regions of
the nation and nmenbers of the task force nay be sent to | earn how t hey
achieve their goals with an organi zati onal systemthat is not under a
state wunbrella agency |like the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(b) The fundanental focus of the task force wll be to: (1)
Determ ne how best to structure a departnent of famly and children's
services in Washington to achi eve a seanl ess process that protects the
safety of <children; helps troubled famlies safely parent their
children and finds safe, stable, and permanent famlies for children
when a return to famly is not possible; protects the comunity;
reduces and prevents juvenile crine; and considers the nental health
needs and substance and chem cal dependency needs of both the parents
and/or the children; and (ii) determ ne how nuch it would cost and any
statutory changes that woul d be necessary.

(c) The task force shall report on the appropriate personnel,
structure, and supports that are necessary within the new departnent of
famly and children's services to enable the fundanental state
functions  of child protection, child welfare, and juvenile
rehabilitation to be provided in the nost cost-effective manner.

(3) The first nmeeting of the task force shall be no | ater than June
1, 2005, wth subsequent neetings as needed. The task force my
consult with others as needed.

(4)(a) The interim report with part one of the findings and
recommendations shall be submtted to appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by March 1, 2006.

(b) These findings and recomendati ons shall describe the structure
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of the new departnent that will ensure the highest quality service to
the right famlies in a tinely way.

(5 The final report with part tw of the findings and
recommendations shall be submtted to appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Novenber 1, 2006, cont ai ni ng findi ngs and
recommendati ons that describe:

(a) The cost of the new departnent;

(b) Changes in state law that will be required; and

(c) Cost efficiencies and savings and reductions in other services.

~-- END ---
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